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Co-Chairs 

Christina Drushel 
Delegate Olszewski 
 
Public Observers 
 

 

Introduction/ Ice Breaker 

 

Online Voting Results 
 

 Top Picks: 

o Education: 

 Affordable post secondary education 

 Technology in schools (combined with Personal use of technology in schools) 

o Health: 

 Awareness of health services for youth 

o Safety: 

 Stress in schools 

o Miscellaneous: 

 Driver’s education requirements 

o Technology: 

 Personal use of technology in schools 

 



Issue Discussion & Meeting With Gov. O’Malley 
 

The top issues for each category were discussed in order to help the council decide on legislative priority. Due 

to time limitations, the topic order was decided by a preliminary vote. 

 

(1) Affordable post secondary education  Ultimate goal: post secondary education available for all 

that want it 

 Current progress: 

o Used to be 6
th

 most expensive state education 

systemnow we are down to the mid 20’s 

o Governor’s 4 year commitment to not increase 

tuition costs 

o Increased public education spending by 45% 

 Problems: 

o Low tuition institutions don’t have enough space 

o Tax support/rates vary by region 

o Low income families ineligible for financial aid 

 Possible solutions: 

o Shorten terms by: 

 Early college credits in high school 

 AP focus on STEM and CORE courses 

 UMD System accepts greater number of AP 

Credits 

 Combining undergraduate and focused 

graduate degrees 

 Loan repayment gauged to post graduation 

income 

 Integration of fields to improve conceptual 

understanding and collaboration 

(2) Technology  Two issues: use of technology by students and integration 

of technology into the curriculum 

 Some counties (i.e. St. Mary’s) are attempting to integrate 

technology and education by providing devices like Ipads 

 “Bring your own device policy” is being piloted in 

Fredrick County  little cost since it only requires a policy 

change 

o Problem encountered in schools with income 

disparities 

 Technology policies for school systems are outdated and 

teachers are not well informed about technology 

 Levels of cheating remain unchanged with or without the 

privilege of using devices during schools 

 It is a great way to improve learning and connectivity (ex. 

Twitter/Facebook) 

 Inconsistent policies among teachers and/or localities 

 (Motion passed to table the issue and move on to the next) 

(3) Driver’s education requirements  Used to be offered in high schools, but privatized to do a 

lack of public funds 

 Driver’s education is necessary (both by law and the 

improved safety)- 40% decrease in likely hood of crash 



(need source) 

 Driving used to be a privilege now it is becoming an 

indispensible skill 

 No mechanism to subsidize substantial costs 

 Another issue is that the quality of the classes is low 

 Proposals:  

o Partial scholarships for students with financial need 

by increasing permit costs by $10 

o State waivers for students who receive free and 

reduced-price lunches 

(4) Stress in schools  A very broad category with a variety of roots 

 Issue is causes of stress or how to manage stress 

(4) Awareness of health services for youth  Issues include: 

o Birth control 

o Child hunger 

o Social services 

o Increasing public awareness about the issues and 

the service offered 

 

Vote On Legislative Priority 
 

After discussing the issues, the council voted on the legislative priority for the year 2012-2013. 

 

Focus issue: Technology in schools/Personal use of technology in school 

 

Next Steps 
 

In the interim before the next council meeting, members will research the focus issue and will attempt to 

propose specific target. A method of online correspondence will be established to aid in the flow of ideas. 

 

Meeting Adjourned 


